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Joseph Stalin
this is how one of the students
saw him
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In 1921, Bolshevik Russia conquered the First Republic of
Georgia after a month-long war. The country appeared
powerless against the Georgians working under the occupiers
and the latter’s attack. Consequently, the history of Georgia
soon continued under the rule of the Soviet Union - later to
turn out as one of the cruelest empires in world history, for
which human life had no value...

The 30s of the XX century turned out to be particularly difficult
- one of the darkest spots within Georgian history. It was a
period of impunity, when completely innocent people were
shot or deported to remote, uninhabited places without trial
or conviction. Their family members, the elderly, women,
and children were evicted into the open, with their homes
confiscated, and, most importantly, their dignity violated with
the labels such as “traitor’s relatives”.

A total of 30,000 people in Georgia fell victim to the Great
Terror, most of whom were shot dead, while the rest set out
on a long and arduous journey through the remote parts of
a vast empire - Siberia, Central Asia and the Far East, from

which most were not able to return. 3,616 people were shot
dead under the direct signature of Joseph Stalin, chairman of
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the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union - the "Great Leader" was particularly merciless towards
the children of his own country of origin, all the while in two
other countries of the Caucasus - Azerbaijan and Armenia
- the scale of the repressions was much lower.

After the Diocese of Batumi and Lazeti, under the leadership
of Reverend Dimitri and Mother Sidonia, announced the
discovery of mass graves of Soviet victims in Khelvachauri
in 2019, Batumi became the most important place in Georgia
for the study of the issue of the
repressed. The Diocese and the
community, including the Institute
for the Development of Freedom
of Information (IDFI), which since
its inception in 2009 has attached
great importance to the study of
repression, have taken several
important steps to address this
complex and multifaceted, one
could even say historic, issue. As
for IDFI's efforts, it should the
invitation of the scientific groups
composed of American and Polish
archaeologists and anthropologists
should be mentioned. The groups
were involved in the discovery of
new mass graves in Georgia as well
as in studying the existing ones.
Additionally, IDFI organized an
international conference involving experts specialized in this
field that provided an important platform for exchange.

The next important steps involve the discovery and opening
of all of the mass graves and the public funeral and burial for
the repressed. In the place that became a symbol of Soviet
terror, the goal is to cultivate a beautiful garden and build
a museum, where all visitors can understand the history so
that such horrors will never happen again. From the Georgian
standpoint, this will be another symbolic act indicating the
breaking of the chain connecting it to the evil empire.
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Informing the public about the repressions, fostering ongoing
conversation around the topic, and especially cultivating
interestinthistopicamongthe younger generationsis another
particularly significant challenge: between October 11 and 15
of 2021, the representatives of IDFI, within the framework of
the project "Interreligious Understanding through Graphic
Arts", supported by partner international organization,
the International Coalition of Sites of Conscience, and the
Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency
(Sida), held a series of meetings over the course of a week
with the pupils of different ages of the St. Matthias Apostle
Gymnasium-Boarding School. During the meetings, they spoke
about the personal histories of the repressed and discussed
this difficult period of the country’s history. Among the most
important issues were the fate of the people of different
religious denominations under the Soviet totalitarian regime.
The discussions covered the matter of the similar dreadful
fate of the people of different religious believes.

In order to make the discussion and learning process more
engaging and innovative for the students tired from the
schoolwork, after three days of lectures it was decided to
draw comics about the stories of victims of repression.

In this brochure, we present the stories of some of the victims
of repression and the comics about them drawn by the pupils
of the gymnasium-boarding school.

Anton Vacharadze, Historian

Institute for Development of Freedom of Information

(IDF1)
Memory and Disinformation Studies Direction Head

2021
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SHORT OVERVIEW OF THE HISTORY
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The repressions in Georgia began upon joining the Soviet
Union - in 1921 many people were arrested for political
reasons, for their connection with the "Mensheviks" or on
other charges. Almost every politician or public official who
remained in the country after the First Republic was included
in this extensive list, although many were subsequently
freed. It should be noted that resistance groups were formed
immediately after the occupation of Georgia, with their goal
being to regain Georgia's independence from Soviet Russia.

A particularly important organization was the Independence
Committee - the "Military Center", staffed by the Georgian
military. In 1923, the Military Center was actively working on a

plan to liberate Georgia, including a discussion of organizing
a general popular uprising. Members of the Center developed
an uprising plan for the mountainous regions, within the
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framework of which it was planned to lure parts of the
Red Army into these regions and for the combatants under
Colonel Kaikhosro (Kakutsa) Cholokashvili to completely
destroy them.

Naturally, the Military Center became one of the first targets
of Cheka (the All-Russian Extraordinary Commission for
fighting the counter-revolution). Georgian militants: General
Alexander Andronikashvili and Konstantine Abkhazi, Major
General Varden Tsulukidze, and 12 other soldiers were arrested
and persecuted with the accusation of attempting to stage
an anti-Soviet uprising. All of them were sentenced to death.
According to various sources, the sentence was enacted on
May 20, 1923, in Thilisi, on the Vake Park territory.

The first large-scale wave of repression that killed hundreds
of people began in Georgia after the suppression of the 1924
national uprising. Rebels, their family members, and suspects
were all punished. Leading politicians of the First Republic
who returned for the uprising after having emigrated were
shot: Benia Chkhikvishvili, Valiko Jugheli, Gogita Paghava, Noe
Khomeriki and others. The August uprising clearly showed the
real face of the Soviet Union and the fact that any activity may
prove extremely costly for its political opponents.

The largest wave of mass repressions, however, swept the
country in 19371938, when not only the political and social
class opposed to the Soviet system, but all those who thought
differently, were completely destroyed by the methods
developed in Moscow by Joseph Stalin and the officials of the
Politburo. The working class living in rural areas, the wealthy
population, the so-called "Kulaks", were all eliminated. The
repression continued according to one’s ethnic and national
belonging, displacing hundreds of thousands of people on
the road to Central Asia, causing the disappearance of traces
of Germans, Greeks, Muslim Georgians living in Meskheti and
Adjara (so-called "Turkish Meskhetians"), and others living in
Georgia for centuries.

The lower strata of the rural and urban population were added
to the anti-Bolshevik parties fighting against the occupation
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regime and to the national-patriotic intelligentsia disobedient
to the Soviet tyranny: workers and peasants who could not

get used to unemployment, homelessness, collectivization,
land consolidation, etc. However, no one dared to express
dissatisfaction openly. One joking word (unacceptable to the
regime) could get the person summoned by the officials and
declared an "enemy of the people.”

During the period of mass terror, people kissed children
especially fervently before going to bed, and the night they
spent vigilantly, on the lookout for the sound of the "black

The repressed were usually visited at night in a black car ("Black Crow" -
"YepHbi BopoHok") and taken to the unknown direction.
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raven" parked at the door of the house!

During the Great Terror, especially cruel methods of torturing
prisoners were introduced in the Soviet Union. State security
officers developed their own torture techniques, which
manifested themselves in psychological pressure, beatings,
placementin "cold" and "hot cells"... other unheard of methods
of physical abuse. During the interrogation, the prisoner
initially tried to deny all provocative questions and false
accusations, but eventually he could notstand the torture, fully
confessed to the crime and named "accomplices", sometimes
everyone whose last names would the person remember,
ironically some would even name Giorgi Saakadze...2

In recent years, especially after the collapse of the Soviet
Union, it became clear that the USSR Politburo was selectively
sending lists from allied republics containing the resolution
of Joseph Stalin and other members of the Politburo: "l agree"
("3a") and signature, which meant consent to the shooting of
a person. These "Stalin’s lists" were then sent to the republics
and cities where the case was processed.

The verdict was formally issued by a non-judicial body,
commissions of extrajudicial punishment made up of three
officials (Troika) formed in various "allied" states or other
territorial units, and included a prosecutor, a People's
Commissariat of Internal Affairs (NKVD), and a party worker.
The three people oftentimes signed the death warrant for
another person within 10-15 minutes, while in reality the list
of people to be shot or exiled lay on the table in front of them.

After the decision of the Troika, the victims were beaten again
for the last time, then finally taken in groups to an empty place
(presumably it was near Thbilisi, Soghanlughi Valley, and near
Batumi - in the direction of Khelvachauri, as well as shooting
area in Kutaisi and Sokhumi), with a truck, and at the spot, at
pre-dug pits, several dozen people were lined up, shot, and

Titsian Tabidze named Giorgi Saakadze, a Georgian figure of the XVI-XVII
centuries, as an accomplice during the interrogation, after which the NKVD

instructed the investigators to find and arrest this person.
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then thrown into the ground. Documents and shooting sites
were kept completely secret to prevent the deceased from
finding, mourning, and burying the body.

The mass repressions of the 1930s were reinforced by laws,
decrees, and orders. Official documents read: "It is necessary
to protect the Soviet Republic from class enemies by isolating
them in concentration camps. Everyone connected with the
White Guard, the conspirators, and the insurgents are to be
shot."

Defendants, including "kulaks, criminals, and other anti-
Soviet elements," were divided into two categories: 1. The
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first category included the most hostile elements - they were
subject to immediate arrest and execution by the Troika after
their cases were heard. 2. The second category included all
other, less active but still hostile elements. They were subject
to detainment and imprisonment in the camp for 8-10 years
or longer, while the most harmful and "socially dangerous"
among them, per the decision of the Troika, would be put in
prison for the same period.

The fateful verdict were issued by the Troikas for the
violations of the most severe articles of the Criminal Code:
58-1a (treason), 58-2 (armed insurrection), 58-6 (espionage),
58-7 (sabotage), 58-8 (terrorism), 58-9 (disruption), 58-10
(agitation and propaganda containing a call against the Soviet
government), 58-11 (any organized action to prepare and carry
out a crime), 58-12 (Non-disclosure), and so on.

To these potential crimes prescribed by law was added the
real discontent caused by the annexation and deprivation of
independence in Georgia, the aftermath of the 1924 uprising,
which made Georgia a special training ground for Soviet
repression. Stalin, Beria and other Soviet leaders punished
their own country to make an example so that other states
would not have the impression of mercy... Added to this was
the personal resentment, envy, and resentment of these little
men that would follow them for the rest of their lives, and
when they succeeded, they made examples out of innocent
people.







36M3MBN RN3MENdI
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3Mghodmy nym 000y3ab bmygdbmb Lobogmomb g3mgboob
9030 ©s 0g39 Bbm3MMO..

"- These arrests are like an epidemic, they will definitely pass,
temporarily leave this place, go to Samegrelo to my family."

"- | am a priest, what harm have | done to anyone?"
According to their child, this exchange took place in 1937
between the priest Prokopi Chigogidze and his wife, Anastasia
Gulua...

Prokopi Chigogidze was born in the village of Akhalsheni,

Chokhatauri district. He received theological education with
the assistance of his uncle, Maxime lese Chigogidze. In 1905-
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1909 he was a member of the Georgian Social-Democratic
Party. In 1908, he started his priesthood in the Batumi Military
Cathedral, and from 1923 until his shooting, he was a priest of
the Batumi Cemetery Church and lived there.
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Prokopi Chigogidze conducted services in three languages -
Georgian, Russian, and Greek. He taught history to his own and
neighbor's children. He was a philanthropist and was able to
support his family and help other poor people despite having
a modest income. He enjoyed great authority in the city and
was also respected by communist party functionaries, who
had him secretly baptizing their children.

Prokopi Chigogidze was first arrested in 1923. During the
imprisonment he caught a cold, developed a purulent
inflammation of the middle ear, and lost his hearing. He was
arrested for the second time on December 7, 1937. He was
accused of crimes according to Articles 58-10 (Propaganda and
Agitation) and 58-11 (Organizational Counter-Revolutionary
Action) of the Criminal Code of the Georgian SSR. The text of
the indictment reads: He was hostile to the Soviet government
and the party and formed an anti-Soviet fascist group from
the kulaks in his church. Their goal was to overthrow the
Soviet government. The meeting of the special Troika, with
the participation of Goglidze, Talakhadze and Morozov, was
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Lobgmdg dgoobs gobEbowads dod0ob 0gNL oboMz3a-
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held on December 16, 1937. Priest Prokopi Chigogidze was shot
on December 22.

In 1945, while in Moscow, Prokofi Chigogidze's daughter, Lida,
applied to the Kremlin Chancellery to Stalin in order to find
out her father's fate. She had already returned to Thilisi when
she was called home and informed that her father had died of
heart atherosclerosis in Arkhangelsk in 1941. The family only
learned the truth from a 1955 rehabilitation report.
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GALAKTION MSKHILADZE
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"My grandmother's uncle was called Galaktion... He was born
in Vani. Grandmother remembered that in 1937, when he was
shot, he was 19 years old, that is, he must have been born
around 1918... According to grandmother, her uncle had
gotten close to Mensheviks... Grandmother recalled from her
mother's story that Galaktion was hiding in the woods with
his comrades and had numerous clashes with the Bolsheviks.
| remember my grandmother saying what: | don't know what
had gotten into him...

The shooting story is especially tragic. 19-year-old Galaktion
was persecuted by the Bolsheviks for a long time and was
repeatedly asked to surrender, even through threats to his
family members. In the end, it was in this way that they
decided to arrest him. One day, the militia paid a visit to my
great grandfather, Galaktion's father, and told him he had
to follow them to the department... As soon as they arrived
there, they arrested him and informed his son that if he didn't
show up, his father would be killed. He went to the then militia
and was soon shot. | have heard from many people where
the execution grounds in Vani was during the Soviet period.
As far as | know, the bones of the shot are still lying there
today. It was in this place where my grandmother's 19-year-
old uncle was shot and no one was allowed to see the body.
His mother collected all her jewels and offered them to the
guard in exchange for her son's body. The guard allowed her
in, but it was difficult to identify the body among the many
who had been shot. It turns out that his mother identified my
grandmother's uncle with a ring on his finger. Then at midnight
alone he was silently transported in a cart and buried so that
no one knew his grave.

There were many similar cases during the Soviet occupation.
The tragedy of this young man clearly shows the cruel face
of the Soviet system," said Joni Diasamidze, a descendant of
Galaktion Mskhiladze.
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NICKY ALEXANDRIDI
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"My mother, Nicky Alexandridi, had been married for 6
months, when one unfortunate evening, at three o'clock in
the morning, the dog barking woke us up, recalled my father,
Leo Kalandadze.

I quickly got up and when | opened the door, the then head of
the NKVD and two other armed people entered the house. At
first | thought, since | was working in the "Wine Trest", some
violation by me had been discovered.

My mother had cried out: Leo, | think they're here to arrest
you, and started weeping...

The chief politely addressed us, tellis us to calm down, that
we have talk, and to bring in all kinds of weapons, bullets,
explosives, etc...

| had stored all this with the money, | took it out of the
room and put it on the table. He returned the money to me,
handed over the rest to his companions, telling them to take
it outside...
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Then he stood up and started talking to us like he was guilty,
saying: It's hard to say this, but the order came from the
Kremlin, in a family where people of other nationalities live, |
must immediately have them resettled...

Your mother's scream shook the Gubazeuli gorge and | was
barely restrained by those two boys, my father told me. The
tongue can easily say this now, that she was grabbed and
taken...

They took her grandmother, grandfather, and brothers with
her.

Mother was deported to the Turkestan region in 1949. She
returned in 1956," recalls Tamila Kalandadze, daughter of the
repressed Nicky Alexandridi.
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Mo0bs dMMALOL-sLYN Fodmm-bodsdznmo EINdIEs 1883
Boamb (MmgmME Mo30@ 8639(hs80 Jm0mgolb, mydiEs badyg-
Jmob bbmdob mJdddo @sds©gdab moMmomem dnmnmydy-
0o 1887 Bgan), 3membgmdoa, Jomog byzsmznda.

RMMOEs 3300 960L: Jomayanb, Mybymb, nbgmabymb,
RMbagmb, 3gMasbymb, nhomnyMmbs s 3membymb.

Mo0by  F0dMM-bodsdznmb  JMeddgdEazn  gobomagds
3gmbos dnmydymo:

- 3969300 96039MLOHIHOL LyOYHIONLAYHYIIIM BoZYI-
Hah0 (0335ma3mab bamabboom);

- 396930b yb039MboBYHOL LoBYEOENEM  BIIIWMHIBO
(omdbhmmab bamobboom);

Raisa Shishlo-Sabashvili was born in 1883 (as indicated by her
in the questionnaire, although the date of birth in the minutes
of the Troika meeting is 1887) in the city of Suwalki, Poland.

She was fluent in seven languages: Georgian, Russian, English,
French, German, Italian, and Polish.

Raisa Shishlo-Sabashvili had received an impressive

education:




- 9060yM3nb 36039MLohgHb Lsdyognbm-JoMyMman- - Faculty of Natural Sciences, University of Geneva (Bachelor's
J0 ga3nmbaho (emdhmmab bsmobbom); degree);

- Faculty of Medicine, University of Geneva (PhD);

- dmbgmzob 36039Mbobghob bLsdgoEnbm @ozgmbaHo
(Bmogdom ,Jomoa 9gndn”).

LS39ENEN6M 3M3gH03oL JIBRMIdMEs LaMmohmzgab, 3mb- - Faculty of Medicine and Surgery, University of Edinburgh
HMmmdab, 9mbzm3zab gMmogddn, sbhMmobobab bsszodym-  (PhD);
gmdo.

- Faculty of Medicine, Moscow University (with the title
Monbs  Fodm-bsdsdznmn EBM3IYMms J39356yman-  "Female Doctor").
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99000 Manby dndmm-badsdznmn 1927-1937 Bmgddn 07ds-
MmO dFamab 3obnbs o 396L6ggMydsms L3sBLYMNOL
9908s0.

030 0530390 1937 Bgmb.

11 6mgddgmb gobLoggmMgdymas Lodgymady, bobbmab be-
domomnb 3mogdbob 58-11 3gbemab boxydzgmdy, dob ©e-
boom oMy, MM3 ab sbymds 3MbhMmMgzmmyEnymo
mMaabnds30nb sMmomggemym d93M9090L Loggmom bob-
mdo s 0003MY0s 36HNLOdFMMs FgbgymgogdbL.

3960A960 smobMmyangl 1937 Banab 7 9 39009MD.

She practiced medicine in the hospitals of Saratov, Kostroma,
Moscow, Astrakhan.

Raisa Shishlo-Sabashvili worked as a doctor in the insured
subdivision and as the manager of the swamp district
outpatient clinic from December 10, 1923. She was an
active member of the medical community and its malaria
commission. She often gave speeches and participated
in debates. On January 13, 1925, Raisa Shishlo-Sabashvili
delivered the report: "Serum Diagnosis and Modern Treatment
of Venereal Diseases", which aroused great interest and many
questions from the audience (18 in total), with the discussion
lasting 2.5 hours. From the answers to the questions, we can
conclude that R. Shishlo-Sabashvili was fairly good at medical
laboratory work and also showed great knowledge and
erudition in dermatovenereology and malariology.

Dr. Raisa Shishlo-Sabashvili worked as a doctor at the Adjara
Skin and Venereal Diseases Dispensary in 1927-37.

She was arrested in 1937.

On November 11, a special Troika, under Articles 58-11 of the
Criminal Code, accused her of organizing illegal gatherings of
a counter-revolutionary organization in her own home and
sharing anti-Soviet views.

The verdict was enacted on December 7, 1937.
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